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SPEECH BY C4PTAIN THOMAS E. CROLLEY

Over three and one-half vears ago we were stunned to lesrn that Jepan was sud-
denly returning our scrzp iron with dividends. The ignominy end disgrece of our
initiazl defeat seured the heart of cach of us. Our enemiec hed struck the first
blow without werning. We were irrevocably commitied to take up the challenge. And
we dide All of us. :
From every corner of Americe came her sons :nd daughters to scrve in whetever
cepacity the government deemed necessary, whether it be at see, or in the &ir -- at
a nmachine gun, or at a punch presse.
The common denominator of victory is tesmwork -- cooperstion on the part of
every citizen. As it must be, for every American is directly concerned. The declar-
ztion of the four frecdoms by cur late President wes not intended for any specielly
designated or privileged group of Americens; they are the precious heritage of ¢1l
bmericans end must be defended by gll Americans for gll sumericans.
Today I went to tell you & little bit wbout what & certsin group of Lmericens
have thus fur accomplished in this wer: the Amerlcens of Jazpenese cncestry.
Prior to the outbresk of hostilities very little, if eny, attention wes peid
to this minority group. They opersted their businesses end farms and lived their
lives in apparent obscurity. Until December 7th, 194l.
To describe the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor end the Philippines as deceit-
fui, or a flagrent outrugeous treschery is indeed too insufficient to give expres-
iom to the anger that surged within us at thet time. Every attendent circumstence
iy served to further shock our treditionul Americun spirit of feir pley. We were
Ler; &nd let us «dmit the facts cpenly. The feeling of discppointment, discour-
agement end seemingly utter helplessness fenned us into & heteful rege eg:ingt this
despiceble enemy. We were not in ¢ position et thet time to strike beck. Instetd
we were beset by a thousend fecrs. In the minds of «11 of us one fret stood out:
fnet ebout our West Corst?-- it might be sttecked next. The confusion &s to whet
he ppened at Pearl Harbor bred real suspicilon ageinst ell Orientels -— a suspicion
that flemed all the brighter in the nightly bleckouts a&nd derk uncertaintye.
Suspicion soon fades without &n object on which it cen festen itself. And what
cre opportune object of suspicion could there be than the people of Japenese ances-
vy who dwelled, for the most part, on our vulnertble West Cozet? The hew and cry
ag-inst Japunesc Americans swept through the Western States. The fact that immi-
grants of Japsnese ancesiry were barred by law from becoming citizens of this country,
:nd thercfor had settled in the agriculturzl regions slong the west Coust, was lost
5+7ht of when recsoned opinion succumbed to the more plessurable end very humen lux-
giy of slenderous end defematory rumorse. It is impossible to over-cstimete the resis—
tence of the humen crenium to undesircble facts. No doubt ebout it -- these people
Lod been infiltrating our West Comst with an overwhelming singleness of purpose: to
prepere the way for a Japsnese invasion of our homeland.
We know what happened. There were murmurings and outbrecks of violence aguinst
hese people, who were so easily detected by their cherccteristics. Thus, both &s &
atter of national security as well as affording personal protection to the Japenese
mericens themselves, there followed & mass exodus of over 100,000 Americans of Jup-
enese wncestry from their homes and ferms to the various Viar Relocetion Centers.
hnd everyone brecthed & little ecsier.
I think it might be better to describe these relocation centers as the streets

of forgotten dreams and smashed hopes and utter disillusionment. Home snd its heap- '

_ piness is just s rcal and present and desirsble to the Japenese imericen as it is
Lo any other men. Over two-thirds of th. pcrsons relocatcd were Americen born, and
therefor citizens of this country. For the moment we had all forgotten that 150 :
years ago men of every nation in Europe had bended together in North America to £ight
for the guaranties of freedom for minoritice, for rsce and for creed. T
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Keeping in mind this be ckground, let!s:extnine ‘the record end find out whet
these people did for Americs in this wer -- these citizens of the United Stetes
whose loy:zlty wes so universally the.object of doubt end mistrust.

The A4<nd Combat Tecm was formed ¢t Cemp Shelby, Mississippi, in February of
1943. It consisted of « regiment of infentry, ¢ bettelion of Artillery ¢nd e com-
ptny of Envln‘crg. The personnel of this combzt teem wes composed entirely of J: p-
enese hmericang, save for several of the officers, like myself. Its personnel nuu~
bered in the neighborhood of five thousand officers &nd men. About twenty eight hun-
dred of these men ceme from Hewaii. A1l were voluntecrs - for the sclective service
hed, shortly a«fter the outbresk of wer, ceased drafting citizens of Japznese eénces-
try. . The other helf volunteered from the verious relocction centers., The opportun-
ity to serve in the ermed forces, so long denied these men, wes most welcomes It
helped immeesurably to restore their confidence.

To those of us who were engiged in treining this unit, it soon beccme epperent
that this outfit was entirely different from sny group of soldiers with whom we head
previously been associated. There was no haranguing by the officers znd sergesnts to
teke this business seriously -- as was the.order of the day in other outfits. These
men put every ounce of sincere energy which they could mugter into their training.
They wented to be the very best soldiers in the arny. hey wented to show thc rest
of fmerice that. the Jepenese Americens were doing their psrt; thet they were just cs
loyul &8 enyone. else, S

4nd prove it they didl 4t Cemp Shelby was &lso located another battelion of
Jepenese Americen Infantry, the now famous 100th Battelion. It wes composed of Jep-
enese Americcn members of the Hewaiian Territorizl Guird. In June of 1943 this
Bettelion emberked for Africe end first went into :ction in Itely in the mountzins
wbove Stlerno, es ¢ purt of the well-known 34th Division - ithe Red Bull Division -
the division which hes seen more zction in this wir thin eny other division in the
Army. The 100th Infentry sew heevy cction ¢11 the wey up the It:licn boot to Ces-
sino, the inzio Beachhead, and to Rome. It specrheaded the bloody crossing of the
Voliurno River, & famous milestone on the roed to Rome. And distinguished itself
again in the crossing of the Rapido against bitter enemy opposition.

During this time the 442nd Combat Team was completing its treining et Camp
Skolby, and also served as a source of replacements for the 100th Infentry whose
ln3ses were heavy. In April of 1944 the 442nd Combat Teem left Cemp Shelby ta em—
ksxk for Italy. .And in June the 100th Infentry joined the 44<4nd es its first Bet~
talion. Therc thé entlrL Combat Teem entered bettle in the vicinity of Grossetto
¢nl specarheaded the' Fifth Army drive up to the Arno River, fighting enroutc the
Llo.dy battle of Belvedere, which eacrned ¢ Presidentizl citation for the 100th Infen-
try —— cepturing such strongholds of the Germens as the great port of Leghorn which
w2 S, 89 budly needed by the’ Flfth Army as & supply point -= Cecina —— Castellins —
|i1:“dC€ -+ crossing the’ Arno RLVOT and breaching the defenges of Pisa.

_' at this point, the Combat Team, having fought up in Itely, a distence of over
sixty miles in thirty days, earned a’ much needed rest as well as the admiration of
e rest of” the soldiers of the Fifth Army who hed witnessed its splendid perform—
eace, And it @lso earned somethlng else == the jibes of Axis Selly, the well-known
04 man redio commente tor who bro@dcagt dally to the Allied troops. The 442nd had
beoome en ObJGCt of uttentlon by the Germsns. It wes during this rest period that
(s acrgl Clark and King ueorge of Inglend personally reviewed the Combe t, Tecm., Gen-—
eral Clark presented the Presidential Citation.

Again into the line for & month, this time further 1nlcnd -- on the Arno River
necr Florence, where the regiment forced another crossing of the river and drove the
enemy to his winter line in the Appenines.

At the end of September the Combat Tesm departed from Italy and seiled to Mar—
3_,l€s from whence it moved up north to the viecinity of Epinel, Francc, where it
3% pert of the Seventh Army and wss atteched to the 36th Division, On October 14,
iz Regiment attacked in the forested mountzins of the Vosges, egein octlng &S &
pearhead, which seemed to be the rcw‘rd of combet efficiency.

(More)

£
T

tl:
8



C4PTAIN CROWLEY'S SPEECH - 3

: It wes here thet militury precedents fell like Germens. Never before in his-
tory hed the Vosges been cleered in ¢ military operation -- and this in the face of
s enemy who fought with the determination end fanotacism born of the knowledge thet
only his Fetherlend ley behind hime Every inch of ground wes bitterly contested and
our losses were hesvy. The campeign wes highlighted by the spectacular rescue by
the Japunese Lmericens of & Battelion of the 36th Division which had been cut off
for secverel days without food, water, or emmunition. It is significent to note that
during these seven days the Regiment fought unceesingly dey end night to effect this
rescue, suffering « cesuclty rute which wes triple the totel number of the soldiers
rescued.  Our Jupsnese boys lived the most femous of the Commendments: "Greater
love than this hath no man, that he lay down his life for his friends." The hills
in the vicinity of LaCrossette are red with the blood of hundreds of Japunese Ameri-
cens who were killed and wounded in their valiant struggle to free their comrades.

After over ¢ month of steady fighting in difficult weather and obstinate terrsin,
the Regiment wes relieved end sent down to southern Frence to hold the line near the
French-Itelien border in the Maritime Alps. It vas relatively s quiet sector end
afforded us «n opportunity to lick our wounds snd recoup our losses. Vhen the Regi-
ment hed been built up to full strength agein, it was relieved, sent to Merseilles,
end thence buck to Itely, where « new end importent sssignment cwaited.

Briefly it wes this: the Regiment wes to launch & heevy attuck e¢long the Ligur-
ien Cocst cector of the Fifth Army front for the purpose of drewing enemy troups
twey from the center of the line, 4nd so before diwn on the fifth of April the
Regiment ¢ ttecked, ct¢ pturing Mount Belvedere which more then one division hed ¢ ttempt-
ed to teke ¢t werious times throughout the winter. By ¢ brillicnt meneuver, one
bettalion of the regiment succeeded in getting in behind the enemy under cover of
darkness, thereby throwing him into complete disorgenizstion. Town &fter town &along
the sea co:st fell to the Regiment's stecdy edvance: Massa, Cerrars, the greest
Nevel Buse of LaSpezis. The feint to the left worked perfectly - &s did e similer
British mcneuver on the Adriztic - so thet by the fifteenth of April the Fifth ¢nd
Eighth Armies were sble to leunch the main drive and thus punch through the center
&t Bologna bringing the wer in Itely to a rapid end successful conclusion.

There you heve en oversll picture of the part pleyed by this Jezpenese fmerican
Combe t Tecn in the Iuropecn Thectre where it spent over 230 deys in front line comb:t.

lhat about the individuuls who built this glorious battle record by their valor
¢nd blood alone? Their ¢chievements are mirrorcd by the specteculsr record of the
Regiment which has come to be known &s one of thc most decoreéted units in the history
0 the United Stetes Army. Their loyslty is unquestioneds I have with me & letter
wiitten by Colonel Jemcs Henlcy of our Regiment - it wes written lest winter in the
mounte ing in Frence at & time when the outfit wes recovering from the terrific fight-
iig in the Vosges mounteinse It wee written to the publisher of the Menden Pioncer
i ‘lenden, North Dekote in responce to o clipping from thet peper sent by the pub-
Lvauer to Colonel Hinley ¥
#tixtrect from the "Mendan Pioneer":

"y gquib in & peper mekes the stetement that there are some good Jap Americens
in this country —~ but it didn't scy where they are buried."
"Decr. Cherlie,

Just received the Pioneer of Jun 20 &nd noted the perugre ph enclosed.

Yes, Cherlie, I know where there t¢re some good Juptnese Americens -- there cre
somc 5000 of them in this unit; they sre Americen coldiers ~~ end I know where some
of them &re buriede I wish I could show you some of them, Charlie. I remember one
Je prnese Luericons He was welking cheed of me in a forest in France. A Germen shell
took the right side of his face off. I recell eénother boy —— &n 38 had been trying
lo get us for some time —— finelly got hime When they csrried him out on & stretcher
the bloody mect from the middle of the thighs hung down over the end of the stretcher
and dragged-in the ‘dirts The bone parts were gone, ;

I recall & Serge:nt, & Jepsnese Americen if you will, who had his back blown in
twoe.  Theat was he doing? Why he wes only lying on top of & white officer who had

(More)
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been wounded, to protect him from shell fragments during & barrage. I recall one of
my boys who stopped a Germen counter-attack single-hended. He fired ell his BAR
ammunition, picked up @ Germen rifle, emptied thet, used a German Luger Pistol he had
teken from a prisonerd

I wish I could tell you the number of Japanese Americens who have died in this
unit ¢lonce I wish I could tecll you the number of woundcd we have had -=— the sight-

.less eyes, the missing hands, the broken minds. I wish I could tell you the decors-
"tionc we have won,

I wish the boys in the 'Lost Bettelion' could tell you what they think of Japean-
ese pmericans. I wish that «ll the troops we have fought beside could tell you
whot they know.

The mervel is, Charlie, thet the boys fight &t &ll. They are good soldiere in
‘spite of the typec of recicl prejudice shown by your paragreph.

I know it mekes & good joke -- but it is the kind of joke that prejudice thrives
upon. It shows ¢ luck of faith in the Americen idec. Our system is supposed to meake
& good smericen out of tnyones It certainly has done it in the case of these boys.

Some people mrke one wonder just whut we are fighting for. I hope it isn't
rucicl prejudice.

Come on over here, Chérlie, I'1ll show you where some Ygood Jup-Americens! are
buricd.

J. M. HANLEY
Hq 442nd Inf,
c/o PM, NY, NY."

Before I finish I feel thet I must tell you the story of one Jepanece Americen
who ¢t one time ves in my compeny - Pfc Murakami.

It wes on the Arno River neer Florence. Ve were on the south side of the river;
the Cermens held the north. The enemy ertillery wes particulerly hersassing end desd-
ly. Privete Murskani volunteered to crosg the river in an effort to spot Germen gun
flushes «t night from & more ¢dventegeous position, but very dangerous. He did so —-—
orcapying ¢ house on the Germen side, end redioed beck the location of gun flashes so
thet we could bring counter bettery to bear on the enemy. He did en excellent job;
but, in the course of it he wss seriously wounded by shrupnel. He knew the velue of
his mission, snd in spite of his wounds, steyed on, end kept celling beck gun fleshes
while he bled to deaths Ve found his body later, still clutching his portable rsdio,
A hero? One of sAmericas finest. Yet his achievement wes a duily occurence in the
Lives of his generously courcgeous comrades. It stinds out in my memory because I
krnew him very well, end beceuse he died.,

At the tine I left the Regiment this summer to come home, I hed no idea thst I
would huve the opportunity of bringing their story to you. When the chence ceme I
cep2rly zccepted, bectuse I went everyone to know that the Jepanese Americens formed
one of the finest Combst Units in the army.

On their behalf I esk you not to deprive them of the very thing they heve fought,
80 JLLlcntly fors equul opportunity omong their fellow citizens for themselves end >
thelr families.

The c¢bolition of ruce prejudice is one of the things Americe entered this wer to
effects The preservetion of liberty £nd justice for all &t home s well &s abroad
is one of the goels for which we hetve been striving - not only the Jspanese Amcricens,
but every hLmericen citizen who fought end died thus far in this wers I urge you to
kxeep feith with them. :

The unfortuncte circumstences of this wer plus the raucous cries of ¢ few loud=-
mouthed bigots heve worked hend in hend to paint ¢ dismal future for these people.

”fucm they shettered the ill-founded uuuplclonu and heve demonstrated their loyelty to
& degree beyond questlon.
; Now that these people ure returning from the Vier Relocetion Centers, help them
to cerry on where they left, off. Meny of them will return to the West Coest, for
‘this is home., - Do &1l in your Jover to see that they ere extended the seme constitu-
tionvl gusranties ¢s ere other minoxlty groups. Vhen you discover or hecr of the.
; (More)
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right of free enterprisc being denied them, or of boycotts being enforced eg:inst
them, or of unthinking ¢cts of violence directed cgeinst them, let your voice be
heard, end loudly, in declaiming race bigotry.

Intolerance is the mother of crime. I urge you not to be afraid to spesk up
for them. Public opinion can be either & men's strongest 2lly or his worst enemy.
I urge you to remember the hundreds of Jepsnese Americens who died on the battle
field in our war - thouscénds more who were wounded in our wer. I saw no differences
in color between the blood of Japenese Americens and the blood of other Americen sol-
diers es it flowed on the ground in Italy ¢nd in Frence thet Freedom might lives

Before you lend a willing ear to the evil baebbling of the exponent of rzce pre-
judice who erroneously styles himself an Americaen ask yourselves whet he hes done
for our country in this war. In the words of the Greatest of Genersls, "Let him who
is without sin cast the first stone,"

/s/ Thomas E. Crowley
Cbpt . Il’lf.
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