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Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.   In a double change-of-

command ceremony in Pearl Harbor on May 27, 

2015, ADM Harry Harris was promoted from 

U.S. Pacific Fleet (PACFLT) Commander to U.S. 

Pacific Command (PACOM) Commander, and 

ADM Scott Swift took over as the new PACFLT 

Commander. 
 

Defense Secretary Ashton Carter attended the  

ceremony on Wednesday and spoke of the  

importance of the region and the good work 

Harris has done to begin implementing the Asia-

Pacific rebalance for the Navy.  òAt PACFLT, he 

helped bring our most advanced capabilities to 

the Asia-Pacific and shift 60 percent of our naval 

assets to the region,ó Carter said.  òHe also 

stressed and maintained the readiness thatõs at a 

premium in this dynamic region. For all those 

reasons and many more, Harryõs the PACOM 

Commander we need for the next phase of the 

rebalance.ó  During the ceremony, Harris said, òthereõs no shortage of challenges that confront us. If 

called upon, we will fight tonight to defend American interests in the vast Indo-Asia-Pacific. This is 

not aspirational.   It is in our DNA.   Our nation deserves no less; our President and Secretary of 

Defense expect no less.ó (Continued on Page 2) 

Japanese American Admiral Assumes Command of  
US Pacific Command  

ADM Harry B. Harris Jr., left, Chief of Naval  

Operations ADM Jonathan W. Greenert, Secretary of 
Defense Ashton Carter, ADM Samuel J. Locklear III, 
and ADM Scott H. Swift, render honors during the 

joint USPACOM and PACFLT change of command 
ceremony at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam on May 
27, 2015. US Navy photo. 

New VA Clinic in New Mexico Honors Nisei Medal of Honor Recipient  
By Joseph Annello 
 

Gallup, New Mexico.   A brand new Veterans Affairs 

Clinic in Gallup, NM, named the Hiroshi "Hershey"  

Miyamura VA Clinic, held its grand opening on June 5, 

2015.  The 7,000 ft2 clinic includes 3 exam rooms, a lab, 

a conference room and several small rooms.  Speakers 

will be invited to discuss issues such as PTSD and several 

social workers are on site to discuss issues of concern 

to veterans.  Two rooms are set up for telemedicine, a 

state of the art communication device for doctors to 

discuss, show x-rays, pathology slides, etc. with doctors 

of the larger Albuquerque center.  Hershey plans to lead a public tour of the Clinic in Oct. 2015.   
 

Addressing a group of about 150 people, Hershey thanked the Department of Veterans Affairs for 

building this new clinic, reminded all not to forget the service and sacrifices veterans made and to 

always honor those soldiers who did not return.  He also thanked the VA for the outstanding treat-

ment he personally has received over the past 60+ years and said that without that service and care 

he knows he would not be here today.  He also stated that he was very proud and honored to be a 

Korean War veteran and that Korean War veterans didn't receive the recognition they deserve.  

He said he is honored to travel to different events and to attend gatherings of fellow Korean War 
veterans and is proud to be a spokesperson for those veterans to help ensure the American people 

will not forget the 54,246 Americans who made the ultimate sacrifice in the Korean War.   [Joe 

Annello of Castle Rock, Colorado, met Hershey Miyamura in Japan before being sent to Korea in 1950. 

They were both wounded and captured by the Chinese Army in 1951.  They have since been fast friends.  

Joe and his wife Joan are members of JAVA and Hershey is an Honorary Chair of JAVA.] 

Ribbon cutting ceremony. (L-R) Andrew Welch, 
Director of the New Mexico VA Health Care Sys-
tem; US Senator Martin Heinrich;  Miyamura and US 
Congressman Ben Ray Lujan.  Photo from Miyamura. 
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JAVA Elects New Slate of Officers  

Falls Church, Virginia.  JAVAõs election of officers to serve a term ending on 

December 31, 2016 was held on March 14, 2015 at the Harvest Moon  

Restaurant, Fall Churchs, VA.  Prior to introducing LTC Michael Yaguchi, Chair-

man of the Election Committee, to discuss and complete the election process, 

outgoing President Wade Ishimoto said the year of the Horse was a tumultuous 

one for JAVA.  òWe had two of our Board members pass away (Past President 

Bob Nakamoto and General Counsel Calvin Ninomiya), and three resign 

(President Gerald Yamada, Janelle Kuroda, and Bill Houston).  At the end of the 

year we had to tame this bucking horse and look forward to JAVAõs future with 

a new slate of officers and Board members.ó 
 

The following officers were elected by acclamation and LTC Allen Goshi, USA 

(Ret), Esq. officiated in the swearing-in ceremony:  President: COL Michael Cardarelli, USA (Ret), Vice President:  LTC Mark Nakagawa, USA 

(Ret), Secretary:  Col Derek Hirohata, USAF, Treasurer: COL George Ishikata, USA.  A brief biography of the new officers is below. 
 

President Cardarelli serves as the Vice President for the Veterans Affairs Business Accounts at SRA, International.  Prior to joining the private 

sector he served as the Principal Deputy Under Secretary for Benefits and as the Deputy Chief of Staff in the Department of Veterans Affairs.  He 

is the son of a career Army non-commissioned officer, was commissioned in the Infantry following graduation from the U.S. Military Academy. 

Throughout his military career, he served in a variety of command and staff positions in the 82nd Airborne Division, the 101st Airborne Division 

(Air Assault), and the 25th Infantry Division.  He holds degrees from the U.S. Military Academy, the John F. Kennedy School of Government at 

Harvard University and the Graduate School of Business at Stanford University.  
 

Vice President Nakagawa retired in 2011 from the United States Army after a career spanning over 21 years.  He continues serving in the  

Department of Defense.  He was born in Okinawa and raised in Hawaii.  He was commissioned through the ROTC Program.  Mark served over-

seas in Germany, Korea, and Iraq, and his service culminated with his service at the White House Military Office and Army Staff.  He holds  

degrees from University of Southern California, Naval Postgraduate School, Command and General Staff College, and most recently an MBA from 

George Mason University.   His military awards and decorations include the Ranger Tab, Parachutist Badge, and Legion of Merit. 
 

Secretary Hirohata serves in the Air Force Judge Advocate Corps.  He has been a Staff Judge Advocate at the group, wing, JTF, and MAJCOM 

level, 4 times in combat, advising Commanders to the 4 star level.  He has been personally appointed by Mr. Stephen Preston, DoD General 

Counsel to fill in as the General Counsel for JIEDDO.  Col Hirohata is a graduate, in residence, of the Air War College.  He holds degrees in 

Political Science, International relations (BA, FRESNO STATE), Aeronautical Science (MAS, Embry Riddle), Strategic Studies (MSS, Air War Col-

lege), and Law (JD, Southern Illinois). He is a fellow in the 2016 class of AAGEN's SES development program and was recently awarded FAPAC's 

Military Meritorious Service and Diversity Award 2015.       
 

Treasurer Ishikata recently retired from thirty-one years of service with the Army National Guard, having served as a Military Intelligence Officer 
during the bulk of his career, and for a short time as a Military Police Officer.  Beyond deployments to Iraq, Afghanistan, and Kosovo, Georgeõs 

most recent assignment was at the Office of the Under Secretary of Defense for Intelligence.   

Recognized with the Federal Asian/Pacific American Council Meritorious Service Award in 2006, 

George has been an active volunteer in the community, particularly with youth programs 

through the Civil Air Patrol. 
 

The outgoing officers are Wade Ishimoto, President, LTC Allen Goshi, USA (Ret), Secretary, and 

LTC Mark Nakagawa, USA (Ret),Treasurer.  

New slate of officers being sworn in by LTC Alan Goshi, USA (Ret), Esq (L).  

Officers are (L-R) COL Michael Cardarelli, USA (Ret), President; LTC Mark Nak-

agawa, USA (Ret), Vice President; and Col Derek Hirohata, USAF, Secretary; Not 

in photo, COL George Ishikata (Ret), ARNG. Treasurer.  Photo by M. Yaguchi.   

Honorary Chairs 

Senator Daniel Akaka (Ret.) 

The Honorable Norman Mineta 

Hershey H. Miyamura, Medal of Honor 

George Joe Sakato, Medal of Honor 

 

Officers 

COL Michael Cardarelli. USA (Ret.), President 

LTC Mark Nakagawa, USA (Ret.), Vice President 

Col Derek Hirohata, USAF, Secretary 

COL George Ishikata, USANG, Treasurer 

 

Executive Council 

Above Officers Plus: 

Col Bruce Hollywood, USAF (Ret.), Exec. Director 

LCDR Janelle Kuroda, USNR 

Terry Shima 

Reuben Yoshikawa 

CAPT Cynthia Macri, USN (Ret.) 

LTC Rodney Azama, USA (Ret.) 

LTC Brett T. Egusa, USAR 

 

JAVA Advocate 

Aki Konoshima, Editor Emeritus 

LTC Kay Wakatake, USA, Editor Emeritus 

LCDR Janelle Kuroda, USNR, Editor Emeritus 

Erika L. Moritsugu, Esq., Editor Emeritus 

Thomas and Jill Phan, Editors 

 

As PACOM Commander Harris will be responsible for military operations that cover about one half of the 

globe stretching from California to the Indian Ocean and from the Arctic to Antarctica and at a time when 
North Korea is displaying an erratic game of brinksmanship and China is attempting to assert control of the 
South China Sea.  Harris was born in Japan and his mother was a Japanese national.  He graduated from the US 

Naval Academy and did graduate studies at Harvard, Georgetown and Oxford, England.   Harris believes his 

Asian experience and background will help cement relations with Asian nations. 
 

Kirk Spitzer, a Time journalist, interviewed Harris on May 25, 2015.  Following are excerpts from this inter-
view, òThe New Head of the U.S. Pacific Command Talks to TIME About the Pivot to Asia and His Asian 
Roots.ó  Spitzer asked whether the òrebalanceó is real and Harris replied, òNot only is the rebalance real, but 

the military part is well on its way.ó  In response to a question as to why US should be concerned about  
Chinese actions in the South China Sea, Harris said, òI have been critical of China for a pattern of provocative 
actions that theyõve begun in the recent past.  Like unilaterally declaring an air-defense identification zone over 

the East China Sea, parking a mobile oil platform off the Vietnam coast, and their lack of clarity on their  
outrageous claim ñ preposterous claim, really ñ to 90% of the South China Sea. All these examples, I think, 
are inconsistent with international laws and norms. They make Chinaõs neighbors nervous, it increases  

tensions in the region, and I think they are destabilizing for peace in the regionéFreedom of navigation is 
critical. Thatõs why what China is doing in the South China Sea is troubling. They have manufactured land there 
at a staggering pace just in the last months. Theyõve created about 2,000 acres of these man-made islandsé

Theyõve also made massive construction projects on artificial islands for what are clearly, in my point of view, 
military purposes, including large airstrips and ports.ó 
 

Asked what keeps him awake at night, Harris said it is North Korea, which has an unpredictable leader with a 
quest for nuclear weapons.   He kills people around him who disagree with him. 

Japanese American Admiral Assumes Command of US PACOM (Continued from Page 1)  
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It is an honor and privilege to serve as the President of the Japanese American Veterans Associa-

tion (JAVA).  I am the son of a career Army non-commissioned officer whose service spanned 

more than 25 years and two wars.  My mother met my father in the Camp Zama, Japan Army Hospital in 1952 while 

he was recovering from his combat wounds.   For the next 55 years she called the United States of America her 

home and never had a desire to live again in Japan.   
 

My parents instilled in me a deep commitment to service to our nation, a strong moral work ethic, the value of 

education, and a strong belief in our military.  As a result, for nearly all of my adult life I have served my country.  

First, as a cadet at the United States Military Academy, then as a career Army Infantry officer, and finally, culminating 

my Federal Service as the Deputy Under Secretary at the Department of Veterans Affairs.  In my current role as the 

Vice President of Veterans Affairs at SRA International, I continue to work to solve veteransõ issues and challenges 

well as those of active duty service members.  
 

During my nearly 35 year professional career in the Department of Defense, on Capitol Hill, at the Department of 

Veterans Affairs, and lastly, in the private sector, I have had the opportunity to lead people, build teams and  

coalitions, lead change, achieve results and manage business.  It is an extreme honor for me to bring my experience 

to the position of the President of JAVA.  My interest in serving is simply an intense desire to give back to the  

United States of America and to all Americans of Asian heritage who have allowed me to have the many opportunities that I have experienced 

throughout my life.   Many of the opportunities that I have had in my life have been as a result of the paths that so many great Asian Americans 

such as Terry Shima, Ray Murakami, Secretary Shinseki and others, too numerous to mention, have blazed.  I feel that many Asian Americans of 

my generation and younger, stand on the shoulders of these great Asian Americans who faced many challenges as they were progressing through 

their personal and professional lives.  I am honored to take on this mantle of leadership and I feel extremely privileged to serve in the capacity as 

the JAVA President.     
 

JAVA is a nationwide Veterans Service Organization dedicated to representing the interests and preserving the military lineage of all American 

veterans, reservists, and active duty personnel, including Asian American veterans.  Through this goal JAVA must continue to remain relevant to 

todayõs service members and veterans.  In order to be relevant to this generation of soldiers, sailors, airman, marines, and coast guardsman, JAVA 

must address and be active in the issues that they are faced with.  These issues include those associated with recovering from more than 10 years 

of active combat such as PTSD and other health concerns; employment challenges; transition assistance; education pursuits and career advance-

ment; and networking.   
 

My goals as the President of JAVA are to 1) Further ensure JAVA relevancy in the lives of these service members and veterans by managing and 

growing our programs;  2) Strengthen our ties and collaboration with other Asian American Organizations such as PPALM, the National Veterans 

Network,  and the National Japanese Memorial Foundation to create aligned synergies and sharing the talents of all organizations to further  

interests while preserving the lineage of all American veterans, reservists and active duty personnel;  3) Grow our membership to reach out to 
the next generation of Asian Americans to prepare them to assume the mantle of leadership; and 4) To always care for our valued members of 

the organization no matter what generation and never forget those who came before us.      
 

My Vision of a 21st Century JAVA is an organization that is veteran-centric, results driven and forward looking.  Veterans and their families are 

central to JAVAõs focus and they are our constituents and clients.  Each day our actions should be to represent their interests while preserving 

the lineage and history of all veterans, including Asian American veterans.   
 

The 21st Century JAVA must be results driven as it provides assistance and improves the quality of life of these veterans and their families by 

facilitating access to appropriate healthcare, employment and career opportunities, educational opportunities while increasing public awareness of 

the role and military heritage of all Asian Americans.   
 

Lastly, the 21st Century JAVA must be forward looking by always anticipating future challenges that may confront our members while continuing 

to provide services that are relevant to them.  JAVA must continue to always challenge its business processes and procedures to ensure that we 

are remaining relevant to our clients and to the Asian American Community as a whole.  JAVA must identify, establish and maintain key alliances 

and partnerships with other key Asian American organizations; VSOs and key Defense, Business, Education and Political organizations to ensure 

this future relevancy. 
 

This vision would result in a JAVA that in the near future is an even more effective and relevant VSO which is called upon for advice and counsel 

by the Department of Veterans Affairs, other agencies and the White House for input on veterans matters; is a JAVA that is even more relevant 

to all generations of veterans by providing programs, initiatives, advice and counsel on topics which are important to them; is a JAVA whose 

membership is growing and thriving which remembers and honors the past generation and that is preparing the future generation to assume the 

responsibilities of leadership and is a JAVA that has established and maintained 

strong Alliances and Partnerships with other esteemed Asian American  

Organizations and other Veterans Service Organizations to leverage the skills, 

knowledge and abilities of all organizations to further represent the interests 

and preserve the military lineage of all veterans including Asian American  

veterans.   
 

Working together we can achieve these goals and this Vision of a 21st Century 
JAVA!  
 

Kind Regards,  

Mike Cardarelli 

Presidentõs Message 

Welcome New Members!  

Richard S. Fujimoto,  Sgt Msj. USA, Goodyear, AZ (Ret) 

James L. Huggins, Jr. LTG, USA,  Arlington, VA (Ret) 

Kaipo S. McCartney, Col, USAF (Active) 

Yohei M. Saegusa, Maj, USAF, Ewa Beach, HI (Active) 

Damon M. Senaha, LCDR, USN, Milillani, HI (Ret) 

Daren Tanaka, SSG (E6), Lorton, VA (Hon Discharged) 
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Three Medal of Honor Recipients Receive Highest Korean Medal for Gallantry 

Beyond the Call of Duty  
By Joe Annello 

 

On July 27, 2014, Hershey Miyamura, 3rd Infantry Division and Medal of Honor recipient for the 

Korean War, was awarded the Republic of Koreaõs highest military award, The Order of Military  

Merit, Taeguk, their highest decoration for military bravery and valor. It was the first time the medal 

has been awarded since the end of the war.  The award ceremony was held on the occasion of the 

61st anniversary of the signing of the Korean Armistice Agreement.  Ron Rosser, 2nd Infantry  

Division, and Einar Ingman, 7th Infantry Division, both MOH recipients, also received the Taeguk 

Medal in the same ceremony.  James and Mary Ingram received the award on behalf of their father 

who was too ill to make the trip.  Hershey, who is also a veteran of the 442nd Regimental Combat 

Team, was accompanied by his son, Mike. 
 

The Taeguk Medals were presented in a dignified ceremony by Prime Minister Hong-Won Chung 

attended by many important dignitaries including Korean and American military and civilian officials.  

General Curtis Scarparrotti, Commanding General US Forces, Korea and the United Nations  

Command, and his immediate predecessor, General James D. Thurman, USMC (Ret), MG Thomas 

S. Vandal, Commanding General of 2nd Infantry Division, and Republic of Koreaõs most famous  

General, Paik Sun Yup (Ret), the first four star general ever in the Korean Army, participated. 
 

Miyamura, a replacement for the 442nd Regimental Combat Team, in WWII, served in the Korean 

War.  On April 24, 1951 at Taejon-ni he was ordered to position his machine gun squad at the point to halt the Chinese offensive 

while his unit withdrew.  When his squad was about to be overrun he ordered them to withdraw while he attempted to cover 

their retreat.  When the machine gun failed to function, he engaged in hand to hand combat.  Wounded, he lay in a ditch when a 

Chinese lieutenant took him prisoner.  He was in the Chinese prison for 28 months and resisted Chinese attempts to break and 

brainwash him.  During this time, there was no communication with his family, who knew nothing about his status.  He frequently 

worried as a POW that if he returned he would be court martialed for failing to hold off the Chinese rampage.  When he sat alone 

in the room at Panmunjom on August 23, 1953 awaiting release, thoughts of court martial entered his mind.  He feared that the 

American who would come to take him away would be a Military Police.   He was relieved when it was an Army general who told 

Hershey of his gallantry over and beyond the call of duty for which he will receive the Medal of Honor.  Hershey was mentally 

relieved when he left the DMZ. 

Hershey Miyamura, recipient of the South 

Korean equivalent of the Medal of Honor 

     VA Secretary Waives Resident-Rate Requirements of the Choice Act through December, 2015 
 

WASHINGTON ð In order to make it easier for Veterans and their families to receive their GI Bill benefits where they choose, 

the Secretary of Veterans Affairs has used his authority to waive the provisions of Section 

702 of the Veterans Access, Choice and Accountability Act of 2014 (Choice Act). This action 

will ensure all GI Bill students are able to continue training at their chosen institutions.  Un-

der Section 702, VA must disapprove education programs at public institutions for Post-9/11 

GI Bill and Montgomery GI Bill-Active Duty (MGIB-AD) benefits if a school charges certain 

individuals tuition and fees in excess of the resident rate for terms beginning after July 1, 

2015.  

  

òOur military members and their families make sacrifices that require them to pack up and 

move with little notice,ó said Bob McDonald, Secretary of Veterans Affairs.  òThey shouldnõt 

be penalized after they leave military service by burdensome residency requirements.  This 

waiver will allow students to continue receiving the GI Bill benefits theyõve earned as states 

work to comply with this important law.ó 

 

In general, the resident-rate provisions of the Choice Act cover Veterans, as well as their spouses and children, using Post-9/11 GI 

Bill or MGIB-AD who live in the state where they are attending school and who enrolled within three years of the Veteranõs  

qualifying discharge.  To remain approved, schools must charge tuition and fees at the resident rate to these covered individuals.  

 

For more information on GI Bill resident-rate requirements and to see which states comply, visit the GI Bill website at http://

www.benefits.va.gov/gibill/702.asp. Updates will also be posted on the GI Bill Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/

gibillEducation.  [Editorõs Note.  More information can be found in the Round Robin for JAVA, Issue #15-7, June 5, 2015.] 

 Robert A. McDonald, Secretary of 

Veterans Affairs 
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A Message to JAVA from Ted Fujimoto  
 

Dear JAVA Members, the Japanese American Community, and Navy Veterans, 
 

Iõm sorry this has taken me so long to write.  I want to thank you for the quick and overwhelming response to my request for information that 

was put into the JAVA Round Robin.  In a matter of two weeks, I had compiled a list of Japanese American US Navy submarine commanding 

officers. 
 

When my son, CDR Sean Fujimoto, took command of the USS New Hampshire in December 2012, I tried to find this information on the  

Internet but was unsuccessful.  I wanted to know if there were any Japanese American submarine commanding officers before my son.  When it 

came time for my son to give up command of the USS New Hampshire on April 13, 2015, I thought I would try again, but go through the  

Japanese American community for this information.  I contacted Sharon Yoshida, the JACL Seabrook Chapter co-president, from my hometown 

in NJ.  Sharon made some calls and sent out emails to find a good source.  Erick Ishii, from DC, told Sharon that I should contact JAVA.  I am an 

Army retiree but had not heard about JAVA.  After contacting Wade Ishimoto and joining JAVA, things just took off and I received the  

information I requested.  From what I received, my son is the fifth Japanese American submarine commanding officer.  CAPT (Ret) Reid Tanaka, 

CAPT (Ret) Edward Takesuye, CAPT Mike Katahara, and CAPT Rob Peters preceded him.  If anyone has an update to this, please let me know.  

RADM (Ret) James Beebe and CDR (Ret) Calvin Shintani were also submariners, but were not submarine commanding officers.  It was gratifying 

to find out how well represented Japanese Americans are in the US Navy submarine force.  Also, reading all the stories and accomplishments in 

the JAVA Advocate, on the Go For Broke website, and in the JACL newsletters, really makes me proud of our heritage and all the accomplish-

ments of Japanese Americans in the US military. 

  

My Nisei parents, Tsugio and Tsuneko (nee Kato) Fujimoto, have passed away and would have been proud of their grandsonõs accomplishment 

just as they were of their sonsõ.  That they couldnõt be there was the only sad part of my sonõs change of command.  My parents were both born 

in CA and, sadly, were incarcerated at Rohwer, AR, during the war.  My oldest brother, Edward Fujimoto, was the second baby born at San 

Anita Racetrack when the evacuations began.  My next oldest brother, Richard Fujimoto, was born at Rohwer, AR. 

 

As the American concentration camps were closing, my parents and a lot of other Japanese Americans moved to Seabrook, NJ, where Seabrook 

Farms Frozen Foods offered employment and a new start.  My younger brother, Gene Fujimoto, and I were born in Bridgeton, NJ.  Seabrook 

was a great place to live and grow up.  Fortunately, a lot of this experience has been preserved by the Seabrook Educational and Cultural Center 

(http://www.seabrookeducation.org).  Seabrook was a melting pot of many nationalities and cultures.  We had Japanese, Estonians, Germans, 

Latvians, Lithuanians, Polish, Russians, African Americans, and the local people in our Seabrook community.  Seabrook Grammar School was one 

of the highest rated grammar schools in NJ.  Prejudice was never felt growing up until we went out of the community where we would  

occasionally hear the òJ-word.ó  We were all just happy American kids who said the Pledge of Allegiance and read a verse from the Bible every 
morning at school. 

 

Growing up, we never really knew about the American concentration camps since our parents and most of the other Japanese American parents 

never talked about the camps and their experiences.  It was probably painful for them to talk about it and remember it.  But also, I think our 

parents didnõt want us to become prejudiced or have negative feelings about our country, the United States of America.   When we grew up 

watching all the WWII war movies on TV, especially those with Japan, we always knew what side we were on, the USA.  òGo for Broke,ó of 

course, was my favorite war movie.  When we played army (no electronic games back then), it was good guys against the bad guys.  I didnõt think 

about it at the time, but it really made patriotism a big part of our lives. 

  

My two uncles, two of my three brothers, my two sons, and I are all veterans.  Economics, family responsibilities, job training, the draft, and  

other factors influenced our joining the military, but deep inside I know that patriotism and loyalty instilled by Mom and Dad made us proud to 

serve our country.   My uncle, George Iwao Kato, was in the Army when his family was incarcerated at Manzanar.  While on leave and visiting his 

family there, he had his picture taken by Ansel Adams and was in Adamsõ book òBorn Free and Equal.ó  My other uncle, Kay Kiyoshi Kato, joined 

the Army at the end of camp and served in the Military Intelligence Service.   My oldest brother, Edward, was going to college and was married 

during the Vietnam War and was deferred from the draft.  He became a successful chemist.  My brother, Richard, joined the Army in 1964, 

served for 25-1/2 years and retired as a Sergeant Major.  He then spent 21 years with the Boy Scouts of America and retired as Program  

Director, Grand Canyon Council, BSA. This was the 9th largest council in the BSA.  I enlisted in the Army in 1968 and retired after 27-1/2 years, 

also as a Sergeant Major.  My last 9 years of active duty and then 16 years as a DOD contractor were with HQ, Joint Special Operations  

Command.  My youngest brother, Gene, spent 10 years as an officer in the Navy.  After graduating from Caltech, he joined the Navy to avoid 

being drafted because he had a low lottery draft number.  After serving aboard the USS Caliente, a shore tour in Yokosuka, Japan, and a tour 

aboard the USS Midway, he ended his Navy career as an instructor at the Naval Academy Prep School.  He then worked for General Dynamics 

Electric Boat, builder of nuclear submarines, for 28 years and worked on various software systems including some used by my son on fast attack 

submarines.  My younger son, Todd, graduated from Tulane University on a ROTC scholarship and retired from the Marine Corps as a Major in 

August 2013.  He now works as the HQ Marine Corps, Installations and Logistics (LP) liaison to Marine Forces Reserve in New Orleans, LA.  My 

older son, Sean, graduated from the US Naval Academy and just finished a successful command tour of the USS New Hampshire.  He is headed 

to the Pentagon to work in the Chief of Naval Operations Office (N97).   We are all proud veterans and happy to have served. 

 

Again, thanks for your support and God Bless America, 
 

Ted Fujimoto 

SGM, USA (Ret)   
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MIS Members with Brothers Serving in Japanese Imperial Forces during WW II  By JAVA Research Team 
 
Nisei soldiers in the Military Intelligence Service (MIS) served in the Asia Pacific war zone as interrogators of Japanese prisoners of war, they entered caves to  

persuade Japanese soldiers to surrender, they were in the Special Forces working behind enemy lines, and they were in the first or second wave of the Marines or 
infantry invasion forces.  All these duties brought the Nisei in close proximity to Japanese soldiers alive and dead.  Many of these Nisei had siblings who were going 
to school in Japan and served in the Japanese military.  MIS Nisei said they could mentally handle every situation that combat produced  but would be challenged if 

they met a sibling in enemy uniform, face to face when entering a cave or while working behind enemy lines, or to see a sibling dead.   It is difficult to estimate the 
Niseiõs mental anguish in these situations and accounts have not been found in the National Archives or in books.  The four cases cited below describe siblings 
fighting for America and for Japan.  
 

Akune brothers.  Harry and Ken Akune served in the MIS and their two brothers, Saburo and Shiro, were drafted into the Imperial Japanese Navy.  After the death 
of his wife, Ichiro, father of the Akune boys, took his nine children to settle in his hometown in Kagoshima Prefecture.  Later, before WW II, Harry and Ken were 
sent to California to work and send remittances to their family.  Following Japanõs attack of Pearl Harbor, Harry and Ken Akune were among the 118,000 persons 

of Japanese ancestry who were placed in internment camps against their will.   òThen, one day an Army recruiter came with news that the government now wanted 
young men from the internment camps to join the military.  I didn't care what the government had done to us," Ken Akune said.  "When they came around, it was a 
chance for me to do what Americans were supposed to do, go out and serve their country. When they opened their door, for me, I felt like my rights were given 

back to me.  I also thought about if I met my brother out in the field, what would I do?" Ken Akune said.  "You don't want to kill him, but if he points his rifle at 
you, what can you do?"   

 

Ken and Harry graduated from the MIS Language School in 1942 and were deployed to the Asia Pacific war 
zone, Ken to Burma to work for the Office of War Information to conduct propaganda against Japan.  Harry 
was sent to New Guinea and the Philippines to interrogate Japanese prisoners and to translate documents.   

Harry, who had not made a parachute jump before, joined his colleagues of the 503rd Paratroopers to jump 
onto Corregidor island.  Their brothers in the Japanese Navy, Saburo was a spotter of American targets for 
the kamikaze pilots and Shiro, just 15, served in the training program for recruits at the Sasebo Naval Base.   
After the war, Harry and Ken, while serving in the demobilization of Japanese armed forces, visited their family 

in Kagoshima Prefecture.  The four brothers, two on each side, got into a heated argument as to which side, 
Japan or America, was right.  The confrontation was stopped by their father, who reminded them the war was 
over.  Saburo and Shiro returned to live in America, where, ironically, Shiro was drafted and fought in the 

Korean War.  
 
Yempuku Brothers.  Lieutenant Ralph Yempuku served as Commander of the 2nd Battalion of Detachment 101, 

Office of Strategic Services (OSS) in Burma, and subsequently in Detachment 202 in Kunming, China.  Three of 
his brothers served in the Imperial Japanese Army.  Yempuku and 17 other Nisei of the 442nd Combat Team 
were selected to serve as linguists in the OSS.  Yempukuõs unit in Burma consisted of Americans, British and 

several thousand Kachin natives of northern Burma.   A Kachin served as Yempukuõs  body guard and  

interpreter and their language of communication, ironically, was Japanese.   When Detachment 101 disbanded 
on July 12, 1945,  Yempuku joined OSS Detachment 202 in Kunming, China.   
 

Yempuku had frequently thought of his brothers in Japan.  On September 12, 1945 Yempuku was in the  
Peninsula Hotel in Hong Kong where he came close to meeting his brother Donald.  Donald, an interpreter 
for the Japanese Army, walked into the hotel with the Japanese surrender delegation.  Donald later told a 

Nisei interrogator that seeing Ralph in òenemy uniform was the most trying moment in my life.  For a brief second I felt the urge to call out but I could not allow 
myself to do that.  I just couldnõt.  In my mind the war was still going on and we were enemies.ó  The data does not show that Ralph remained for the surrender 
ceremonies.   Following the War, fearing that his family had perished from the atom bomb, Ralph visited Ataka Island near Hiroshima City.  He found his mother 

and father alive and well as all his brothers, Paul, Goro, Donald, Joshu  and Toru.   Toru, Goro and Donald served in the Japanese Army.  Yempuku, who retired as 
a Colonel in the Army Reserves, received the Combat Infantrymanõs Badge, Soldierõs Medal and the Bronze Star with oak leaf cluster. 
 

Fukuhara brothers.  Lieutenant Harry Fukuhara, USAR (Ret) served as an interrogator and translator in New Guinea and the Philippines and subsequently served in 
the Occupation and Post-Occupation period of Japan.  His two brothers were assigned to an Army suicide unit for the defense of Kyushu Island.   When Fukuharaõs  
father died in 1933, his mother decided to move the family back to Hiroshima, Japan. There, Harry attended school with his siblings.  At age 18, Fukuhara moved 

back to America.  His three brothers decided to remain in Japan.  When war broke out Fukuhara was interned at the Gila River, Arizona internment center.    
Despite his detention for no reason other than his ethnicity,  Fukuhara said "I realized the time had come for me to decide whether I wanted to be 100% American 
and fight for my country.ó  Fukuhara enlisted in November 1942, attended the MIS Language School and was deployed to New Guinea.  On August 10, 1945,  
Fukuhara received a battlefield commission to Second Lieutenant.   While in 

the Philippines, Fukuharaõs unit was preparing for the invasion of Kyushu.   
This did not occur because the atom bomb was dropped over Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki and, shortly after that, Japan surrendered.   

 
Early in his assignment in Japan, he was able to return to Hiroshima where he 
found his mother and her sister safe, his older brother survived but soon died 

as the result of radiation.  His two other brothers were in the Japanese Army 
training for the allied invasion of Kyushu.  If the atom bomb did not intervene, 
Fukuhara (for US) and his two brothers, Pierce and Frank (for Japan), might 

have fought against each other in the same battle.  Fukuhara remained in the 
Army and retired as a full colonel in 1971 and subsequently served as an 
Army civilian in Japan for another 20 years.  Fukuhara received the Combat 

Infantrymanõs Badge, Bronze Star Medal with two oak leaf clusters, a high 
decoration from the Emperor of Japan, the Intelligence Medal of Merit from 
the Central Intelligence Agency and induction into the MIS Hall of Fame. 
 

Article Continued on Page 7 

                        Lt. Ralph Yempuku 

Right front:  COL Harry Fukuhara, USAR (Ret) 
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MIS Hawaii Sponsors National Reunion.  Admiral Harris, Maj Gen Ishimoto and  

Dr. McNaughton are Principal Speakers  
 

[Adapted from MIS Hawaii May 2015 Newsletter.]  Honolulu, Hawaii.   To mark the opening of the MIS exhibit on the 70th year since WW II ended, the MIS Veterans 
Hawaii held a National Reunion on March 27 ð 28, 2015 in Honolulu attended by veterans and their families from Hawaii and the mainland.   The Reunion began on 
March 27 at the Hawaii Legislature where special resolutions were presented by each chamber, the House of Representatives and the Senate.  That evening over 

100 people attended the opening reception at the 100th Battalion Veterans Clubhouse, where  Dr. James McNaughton,  US Army senior historian and author of 
Nisei Linguists:  Japanese Americans in the Military Intelligence Service During WW II,  led a panel discussion on the 

need to keep the MIS legacy alive.  
 

The next morning, March 28, the MIS exhibit at the US Army Museum of Hawaii at 
Fort DeRussy  entitled òAmericaõs Secret Weaponó was officially opened.   Dr. 
McNaughton, the keynote speaker, discussed the need to preserve the MIS story.   

He said òhistory cannot just be a book on the shelf, you have to be continually telling 
it.  Ultimately, it comes down to individuals.  And thatõs what this [Museum] exhibit 
does so well.   The MIS story has é 6,000 individual stories.  Not all of them have 

been told yet   And family histories and oral histories are very, very important.   
Thatõs where we get the details that we need so that historians like me can sit down 
at our computers and take all that hard work from the families, the photo albums, 

the oral histories.  And then weõve got the easy part:  we just sit down and synthe-
size it.ó 
 

The luncheon at the Hale Koa Hotel, attended by Governor David Ige and former Governor and MIS 
veteran George Ariyoshi, featured two speakers, Admiral Harry B. Harris, Jr., Commander of US Pacific 
Command,  and Maj Gen Arthur Ishimoto, a MIS veteran and former Adjutant General of Hawaii.  

Ishimoto recounted his experiences during the war and also detailed the exploits of Dick Hamada of 
Honolulu,  an OSS veteran who served in Burma during WW II.  Ishimoto had an instrumental role in 

Hamadaõs forthcoming induction into the Military intelligence Corps Hall of Fame. 
 

Admiral Harris said ò . . . Our battles, our victories, indeed our very way of life, are owed not 
to great moments or important dates.   They are owed to the actions and sacrifices of individ-
ual men and women who were willing to step into the breach for their country and for the 

cause of freedom.  America is the country she is because of her heroes past and present.  
Heroes like those we honor here today, the men and women of the MIS, who were instru-
mental in securing victory in WW II.  Itõs those members of this, the greatest generation,, who 

donned the cloth of our nation to serve in our armed forces at the worldõs darkest hour, who 
can take pride in knowing that they shaped the world we live in today.ó Harris continued, òItõs 
no exaggeration for me to say that the world we live in today was born of your achievements   

And it  is no exaggeration when I say that for me to be where I am today, a Japanese  
American four-star admiral, in command of the US Pacific Fleet  --  well, thatõs because of 
trailblazers like the men and women of the MIS and the 100th Infantry Battalion, the 442nd 
Regimental Combat Team, and the 1399th Engineer Construction Battalion.  I stand on the shoulder of giants.  Iõm humbled 

to be in your presence and thankful to play a small part in your reunion today.  For decades after the war, the service of MIS 
Japanese Americans was kept secret and as their important contributions were declassified, and  noted by historians, the 
records of their service were often incomplete or missing entirely.  In typical humility, many of these veterans just shrugged 

it off saying shikata ga nai.  ôIt canõt be helped.õ  And what a shame, for their  contribution to the world as we know it today deserves a special chapter in the annals 
of history.  They helped shorten the war and they saved countless lives.  Itõs important that we know them as we do today.  We simply canõt say ôthank youõ 
enough.ó [Editorõs Note.  Transcripts  of the speeches of Admiral Harris, Maj Gen Ishimoto and Dr. McNaughton are posted on JAVA website, www.javadc.org or MIS website, 

misveteranshawaii.com, found by clicking on the National Reunion logo.] 

 

Dr. James McNaughton,   

Senior Historian, US Army 

Governor David Ige (L)  and Lawrence 

Enomoto, President MIS Hawaii  

    Admiral Harris (L) and former Governor Ariyoshi 

Maj Gen Arthur Ishimoto,  

USAF (Ret) 

Brothers vs. Brothers (Continued from Page 6)  
 

Matsumoto brothers.  M/Sgt Roy H. Matsumoto served with the 5307th Composite Unit 
(Provisional), known as the Merrillõs Marauders, a special forces unit in Burma during WW 

II.   Royõs brother, Tsutomu Tom Matsumoto, a MIS linguist, served in the Occupation of 
Japan and retired as a Colonel.  Royõs other two brothers, Isao and Noboru, served in the 
Japanese military,  Noboru in the artillery in Guadalcanal and Hiroshi in China. Royõs third 
brother in Japan worked as a civilian for the Imperial Japanese Navy.  Born in Laguna 

Beach, California and at age 8, Roy was taken to Hiroshima, Japan to live with his grand-
parents for 9 years.  After graduating from high school he returned to California.  Mean-
while, his mother and her six other children had gone to Japan to live.  When war broke 

out in 1941, Roy was sent to the Jerome, Arkansas internment camp and in 1942 he  
volunteered to join the MIS.   
 

Following his graduation at MIS Language School, Roy joined the Merrillõs Marauders, 
where he performed heroically.   Hiking in the Burmese jungle he discovered an enemy 

telephone line, obtained equipment to tap it, and the results were used to bomb enemy 
targets.   Also, on the night of April 5, 1944 at Nhpun Ga Hill he crawled to the enemy 
bivoac area, eavesdropped on enemyõs plans for the following morning and reported his findings to his battalion commander.  The information was used to  

re-arrange the battalionõs defense line.  When the enemy attacked the following morning in overwhelming numbers, they were ambushed resulting in 53 dead.   

Matsumoto saved his battalion from probable annihilation.   He was subsequently assigned to China where he met his brother, Hiroshi, and a cousin in a prisoner of 
war camp in Shanghai.  Subsequently, while serving in the Occupation of Japan, Matsumoto visited Hiroshima where he found his mother and siblings had survived 

the atomic bomb. The Merrillõs Marauders has the distinction of being the first American unit to fight on the Asian continent since the Boxer Rebellion. Matsumoto 
was awarded the Legion of Merit, 5 bronze star medals, Combat Infantrymanõs Badge, and was inducted into the Ranger Hall of Fame and the MIS Hall of Fame. 

                        Roy Matsumoto (right) in Burma 

 


